
5 Most Common Salem Asbestos Legal Questions And Answers 
As an asbestos victim in Salem, Oregon, you likely have many questions about your legal rights 

and options. Below, you'll find responses to several frequently asked questions we often 

receive. 

Q: How do I know if I have an asbestos-related disease? 

The most common asbestos-related diseases are mesothelioma, asbestosis, and asbestos lung 

cancer. Symptoms like chest pain, shortness of breath, coughing, and fatigue could indicate one 

of these diseases. See your doctor right away for an accurate diagnosis, which may include 

imaging scans, biopsies, and occupational exposure history. 

Q: What are the deadlines for filing an asbestos claim? 

In Oregon, the statute of limitations for filing an asbestos-related lawsuit is 3 years from the 

date of diagnosis. However, there are circumstances where the deadline can be extended. The 

best approach is to speak with an attorney as soon as possible after your diagnosis to evaluate 

your options. 

Q: How do I find a qualified asbestos attorney? 

Look for attorneys in your area who focus specifically on asbestos litigation and personal injury 

law. Check their credentials, experience, and client reviews. Meet with candidates to find one 

you feel comfortable with. An established asbestos attorney will understand the complex legal 

and medical issues involved in these cases.  

Q: How long do asbestos claims and lawsuits take? 

The timeline for resolving asbestos claims and lawsuits can vary significantly depending on the 

details of your case. Settlements often take 6-18 months, while trials and appeals can take 2-5 

years or more. The process involves evidence gathering, defendant discovery, settlement 

negotiations, and possibly a trial. Your lawyer can give you a rough idea of the costs based on 

your unique situation. The key is to begin the process as quickly as you can. 

Q: What compensation can I expect from an asbestos claim? 

Asbestos claim settlements and verdicts in Oregon can range from $200,000 up to $2 million or 

more for mesothelioma cases. The exact amount depends on details like:  

 Disease diagnosis and severity  

 Occupational exposure history  

 Number of dependents  

 Life expectancy  

 Loss of income and benefits  



 Medical expenses  

 Pain and suffering 
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